Organisation of the education system in Italy

ISCED

Explanation

Italy

ISCED 0

Pre-primary education is defined as
the initial stage of organised
instruction. It is school- or centre-
based and is designed for children
aged at least 3 years.

Scuola dell'infanzia

ISCED 1

This level begins between 5 and 7
years of age, is compulsory in all
countries and generally lasts from
four to six years.

Scuola primaria

ISCED 2

This continues the basic programmes
of the primary level, although
teaching is typically more subject-
focused. Usually, the end of this level
coincides with the end of full-time
compulsory education.

Scuola secondaria di primo grado

ISCED 3

This level generally begins at the end
of compulsory education. The
entrance age is typically 15 or 16
years. Entrance qualifications (end of
compulsory education) and other
minimum entry requirements are
usually needed. Instruction is often
more subject-oriented than at ISCED
level 2. The typical duration of ISCED
level 3 varies from two to five years.

Scuola Secondaria di secondo grado
= Liceo (classico, scientifico, artistico,
linguistico, psico-pedagogico), Istituto
professionale, Istituto tecnico

ISCED 4

These programmes straddle the
boundary between upper secondary
and tertiary education. They serve to
broaden the knowledge of ISCED
level 3 graduates. Typical examples
are those designed to prepare pupils
for studies at ISCED level 5 or for
direct labor market entry.

Istruzione e formazione tecnica
superiore

ISCED 5

Entry to these programmes normally
requires the successful completion of
ISCED level 3 or 4. This level
includes tertiary programmes with an
academic orientation (type A) which
are largely theoretically based and
tertiary programmes with an
occupational orientation type B) which
are typically shorter than type A
programmes and geared for entry into
the labor market.

Universita, Politecnici, Istituti di alta
formazione artistica, Scuola superiore
per mediatori linguistici

ISCED 6

This level is reserved for tertiary
studies that lead to an advanced
research qualification (Ph.D. or
doctorate).

Scuole di specializzazione, Dottorati
di ricerca




